open source software temporal ordering of historical events based on logical conditions - Google Search 26/09/2026, 17:42

AlMode All  Forums Videos News More v @

open source software temporal ordering of historical events
based on logical conditions

When managing historical data, exact calendar timestamps are often unavailable,
requiring tools that can resolve a chronological sequence using relative constraints
(e.g., "Event A happened during Event B", or "Event C occurred before Event A but after
Event D").

Several specialized open-source frameworks, packages, and methodologies handle
the temporal ordering of historical events using symbolic logic, constraint satisfaction,
and Allen’s Interval Algebra: T semantic Scholar +1

1. Digital Humanities & Semantic Web Reasoners

Because historical datasets often rely on graph databases or ontologies (like CIDOC-
CRM), the semantic web ecosystem provides excellent logical reasoners tailored for
vague, relative historical timelines: @ semantic web Journal

¢ The Alligator (Allen Transformer): An open-source research toolkit managed under
initiatives like NEDI4Objects. It is explicitly designed to calculate relative time
sequences using correspondence analysis based on Allen’s Interval Algebra. It outputs
structured, FAIR-compliant Linked Open Data (RDF).

e EYE (Euler Yet Another Reasoner): A highly efficient, open-source semi-forward
chaining reasoning engine. Historians use EYE in combination with Notation3 (N3)
logic rules to ingest vague textual dates or intervals, run transitivity checks, and
automatically infer hidden chronological event relationships. @ NFDI4Objects +3

2. General Python Frameworks for Logic-Based Temporal Reasoning

If you prefer a programmatic approach to build or pipeline a timeline from logical rules,
the following modern libraries integrate temporal conditions into Python graph
architectures:

¢ PyReason: An open-source framework developed for open-world temporal logic. Built
on generalized annotated logic, PyReason on GitHub is optimized to perform inference
over complex graph topologies (like historical knowledge graphs) over finite intervals
using custom constraints and real-time logic rules.

* Reelay: An open-source tool that translates temporal logic specifications into
synchronous dataflow networks. Available via Reelay's C++/Python bindings, it
supports dense-time semantics to verify whether chains of events adhere cleanly to
user-defined formal rules. X arXiv.org +3

3. Answer Set Programming (ASP) and SAT Solvers

When the logic rules get complex—such as resolving conflicting timelines or checking if a
hypothesized sequence of historical events is mathematically possible—declarative
constraint programming is standard: s Technische Universitét Ha..

¢ Clingo (Potassco Suite): Clingo is a state-of-the-art open-source Answer Set
Programming (ASP) solver from the Potassco open-source project. It is frequently
chosen by researchers to resolve historical narratives. You write the conditions cleanly
as logic rules (e.g., before(X, Y) :- ends(X, T1), starts(Y, T2), Tl <= T2.),
and Clingo computes the valid global timelines or alerts you to logical
paradoxes. EL ACL Anthology

Comparison of Technical Approaches

Primary
Tool/Library Mechanism Best Fit For... Language/Ecosystem
The Allen’s Interval Archaeological & raw historical Web tool / Java / RDF
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Have any of these approaches and tools been used to analyse
the order in which the Buddha gave his teachings?

While these exact software tools (like The Alligator or Clingo) have not yet been deployed
in a widely published, definitive study to map the entire chronology of the Buddha's 45-
year teaching career, the methodological approaches—specifically transitivity
networks, relative constraint satisfaction, and logical semantic web modeling —are
highly active areas of research within Digital Humanities and Early Buddhist Studies.

The historical sorting of the Suttas (discourses) presents a puzzle that fits these exact
computational frameworks.
Why the Problem Fits These Logic Tools

The historical Buddha left no chronological diary. The early discourses were memorised
and later organised by length or topic (such as the Digha Nikaya or Samyutta Nikaya),
completely scrambling the timeline.

However, the texts are riddled with implicit relative temporal conditions:

* Biographical Anchors: “This discourse happened after the conversion of Sariputta,
but before the death of King Bimbisara."

¢ Geographical Constraints: If the Buddha is recorded in Rajagriha in text X and
Sravasti in text Y, and text Z mentions a single continuous walking journey from X to Y,
text Z provides an interval that must enclose or meet the timelines of X and Y.

* Doctrinal Evolution: "Sutta A introduces a basic formulation of a concept, while Sutta
B refers back to that formulation as an established rule.”

How Digital Buddhist Humanities is Applying These Concepts

1. Semantic Web & Ontology Mapping

Projects in Digital Buddhist Studies heavily rely on the Semantic Web approach.
Scholars use graph frameworks to systematically link data.

o Platforms like SuttaCentral have digitised and cross-referenced vast webs of Early
Buddhist Texts (EBTs) across Pali, Chinese, Sanskrit, and Tibetan parallel
versions. & SuttaCentral

e By establishina ontoloaies (definina relationshios like isParallelTo .
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mentionsPerson, locatedAt ), researchers are creating the exact relational
databases needed for reasoners like EYE or The Alligator to compute missing
chronological links.

2. Relative Chronology via Computational Linguistics

Rather than sorting individual events, digital text analysis has focused on linguistic
temporal ordering.

e Scholars use statistical and rule-based computation to analyse the evolution of
language.

e For example, finding archaic grammatical forms vs. newer linguistic patterns allows
researchers to establish constraints like “Text A belongs to an older linguistic stratum
than Text B."When thousands of these constraints are layered together, it creates a
partial temporal ordering akin to a constraint satisfaction problem.

3. The Visualizing of Networks

Scholars use network analysis tools to map the geographic itineraries of the Buddha. By
plotting every location the Buddha visited during his rain-retreats (vassas), researchers
can use path-finding logic to see if the traditional chronological timelines traditionally
accepted in commentaries are physically and logically possible.

Why a Complete "Logical Timeline" is Difficult

The primary roadblock to plugging the Buddha's teachings directly into an ASP solver like
Clingo is contradictory and uncertain data.

Unlike a clean dataset, different early schools (such as the Theravada or the
Sarvastivada) preserve differing details about where or to whom a teaching was given. If
a logic engine is fed flatly contradictory constraints (e.g., Event A happened before Event
BAND Event B happened before Event A), the system will simply fail or return no
solutions.

To overcome this, current research trends are looking closer at probabilistic temporal
logic—much like the generalized annotated logic used in PyReason—which allows
researchers to assign a "confidence score" to historical assertions (e.g., "There is an 80%
likelihood that Sutta X preceded Sutta Y"). X arxiv

Are you interested in exploring how you might format a small subset of textual
references (like biographical constraints from the texts) into a rule-based logic format,
or would you like to know more about existing digital tools specifically built for Early
Buddhist Text analysis?

Al responses may include mistakes. Learn more
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To what extent is there still contradictory and uncertain data if
the dataset is limited to the Theravada canon?

Even if you strip away all external traditions and isolate the dataset strictly to the
Theravada Pali Canon (the Tipitaka), significant contradictory data, logical
paradoxes, and massive structural uncertainty remain. € Buddho.org

Restricting the domain to a single canon does not yield a clean chronological database.
Instead, it uncovers deep internal inconsistencies built during centuries of oral
transmission before the text was written down in Sri Lanka around 29 BCE. @ Buddho.org +1

1. Structural Blind Spots and Deep Uncertainty

¢ The "Middle 44 Years" Void: The text provides a clear, linear timeline for the first

year after the Buddha's enlightenment (found in the Vinaya's Mahavagga) and a highly

detailed countdown of the final year of his life (the Mahaparinibbana Sutta, DN 16).

Tha A2 tn AA veare in hatweaan ara a macciva rhranalanical hlnr
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Repetitive Boilerplate Settings: Thousands of suttas begin with the identical
formula: “Thus have | heard. At one time the Buddha was staying at Sravasti in Jeta's
Grove...". Sravasti was the Buddha’s long-term rain-retreat hub. Because the text
strips out relative indicators (like year or season) from these introductions, hundreds
of teachings are logically locked into an identical "simultaneous" structural slot,
rendering a sequential ordering mathematically impossible without further data.

Concrete Contradictions Within the Canon

If a constraint solver like Clingo or EYE processed the Tipitaka as a flat set of absolute
logic rules, the system would throw logical conflicts and halt. & Reddit

3.

The Geographic Paradox of the Last Journey: When plotting the Buddha’s final foot
journey in the Mahaparinibbana Sutta using strict directional logic, the itinerary breaks
down geographically. The text lists town visits in an order that forces the Buddha to
walk north, then south, bypassing places in ways that contradict basic spatial-
temporal logic. Scholars like Rhys Davids noted these as overlapping editorial patches
stitched together by early reciters (bhanakas). # Vihara Buddha Gotama +1

Conflicting Monastic Rules (Vinaya vs. Sutta): The Vinaya Pitaka (monastic law)
often provides origin stories explaining exactly why and when a rule was enacted.
However, several suttas show monks cleanly practicing or referencing those specific
rules prior to the official origin story event. A strict logical rule stating
Rule_X_Created_After_Event_Y would directly clash with
Rule_X_Practiced_Before_Event_Y . - WJEC +1

Anathapindika’s Multiple “First” Introductions: The wealthy patron Anathapindika is
introduced meeting the Buddha for the very first time in multiple places across the
canon under slightly different structural circumstances, creating competing anchor
points for the timeline of the early Sangha.

Strata and Historical Layering

The Theravada canon is not a single book; it is a library spanning centuries of language
evolution. A logic tool treating it uniformly encounters textual
stratification: © bhamma Wik +1

The Linguistic Clash: The Sutta Nipata (specifically the Atthakavagga and
Parayanavagga) uses highly archaic, Vedic-influenced Pali poetry. Conversely, books
like the Buddhavamsa or Cariyapitaka (also inside the Theravada Sutta Pitaka) feature
highly developed, late hagiographical frameworks.

The Logic Dilemma: If the Atthakavagga is linguistically 200 years older than the
Buddhavamsa, does that mean the Buddha uttered those teachings 200 years apart?
No. It proves that parts of the Theravada canon were composed or heavily modified
long after the Buddha passed away, distorting any single "historical”

sequence. R® ResearchGate +1

How a Logic Engine Would Actually Handle the Theravada Canon

To

analyze the Theravada dataset successfully without crashing your software on

contradictions, you have to shift your data architecture:

26/09/2026, 17:42

Instead of... You must use... Why?
Strict Probabilistic Weights To tag constraints as "highly reliable text core" vs.
Booleans (e.g., PyReason's interval  "likely later commentary patch.”
(True / annotations) @ Reddit
False) How severe are the contradic
denominations in Buddhism w
. . . . . 1Mar 2025 — The concept of "emg
Flat Ordering  Directed Acyclic To allow independent, parallel chains of events that contradiction between Buddhist de
(A —>B —> Graphs (DAGs) never structurally meet.
C
) # Vihara Buddha Gotama
Chronology of the Pali Canon
Literal Constraint Relaxations  To let the software isolate and flag contradictions This chronological table of early Bt
- . o catechetical, Pali canonical texts. it
Harmonization (e.g., the geographic loops) rather than rejecting

the timeline entirely.

© Buddho.org

The Pali Cannan: HAaw Wa Knnau
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If you want to test this logic, would you like to construct a sample script (e.g., using © the Buddha Taught

Python network graphs or - Constraint Satisfaction) to see how a system resolves or The Vinaya Pitaka contains the text

flags a small, intentionally contradictory set of historical timeline constraints? or precepts for the Sangha, the orc
Show al

Al responses may include mistakes. Learn more

O &6 O @

Is the temporal ordering problem amenable to Bayesian Network
Analysis?

Yes, the temporal ordering of historical events—especially a highly uncertain dataset
like the Theravada Canon—is highly amenable to Bayesian Network Analysis. In fact, it
is one of the most robust mathematical frameworks available for this specific problem.

Standard logic solvers (like ASP or SAT solvers) collapse when faced with contradictory
data because they require strict, absolute constraints (e.g., Event A strictly happened
before Event B). A Bayesian Network (BN), however, treats time and causal links as
probabilistic variables. It allows you to transform messy, conflicting textual evidence into a
coherent model that calculates the most likely chronological sequence.

Here is how the problem maps onto a Bayesian framework, along with its unique strengths
and challenges for historical analysis.

How Temporal Ordering Maps to a Bayesian Network

In a Bayesian Network designed for chronology, the system is modeled as a Directed
Acyclic Graph (DAG):

* Nodes: Represent the events themselves (e.g., The teaching of Sutta A, The

conversion of King Bimbisara, The building of Jetavana monastery). The value of the
node is its position in time (either a relative order index or a date range).

* Edges (Arrows): Represent conditional dependencies or temporal constraints
between events.

« Conditional Probability Tables (CPTs): Instead of saying "A definitely happened
before B," you input a probability: “Given that Text X states A preceded B, but Text Y
implies otherwise, there is an 80% probability that A happened before B.”

Why Bayesian Networks Excel at This Problem

1. Handling Contradictions and "Noisy" Textual Data

When the Theravada canon provides conflicting accounts, a Bayesian Network doesn't
crash. It updates its probabilities. If one suttaimplies the Buddha was young during an
event, but a Vinaya story implies he was old, the network weighs both pieces of evidence
alongside everything else. The network finds the sequence that maximizes the global
likelihood of the entire dataset, effectively smoothing out the "noise" or editorial errors
introduced by early reciters (bhanakas).

2. Incorporating Diverse Types of Evidence

You can feed completely different categories of data into the same network as conditional
probabilities:

e Linguistic Data: If Sutta A uses archaic Pali syntax, you can set a prior probability that
it belongs to an early teaching stratum.

* Geographical Data: If the Buddha is in Rajagriha in Event 1, and Sravasti in Event 3,
the probability that Event 2 (set in Sravasti) happened after Event 1increases due to
travel logic.

* Biographical Data: Interlocking relationships (e.g., who was present, who was dead,
who was ordained) act as hard or soft boundaries that constrain the possible
paths.
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3. Reasoning with Incomplete Timelines (The "Middle 44 Years")

For the vast, chronologically blank middle period of the Buddha's career, a Bayesian
Network can use Markov Chain Monte Carlo (MCMC) simulations. The software can
simulate millions of possible permutations of the timeline. It will show you that while the
exact order of the middle suttas cannot be known, certain blocks of teachings must
cluster together with high probability, while others are entirely independent.

The Technical Challenge: Designing the Architecture

To apply this practically, researchers typically use a specialized variant called a Dynamic
Bayesian Network (DBN) or a Continuous-Time Bayesian Network (CTBN), which are
specifically designed to model processes that evolve over time.

However, you run into a major hurdle known as The Complexity Explosion. If you have
100 suttas, the number of possible ways to order them sequentially is 100! (factorial),
which is an astronomically large number.

To make a Bayesian Network computationally feasible for historical timelines, you must
apply structural constraints:

1. Phases/Buckets: Group events into broad, known eras (e.g., Early Period/First Year,
Middle Period, Late Period/Final Year).

2. Anchor Nodes: Fix well-established historical points (like the Mahaparinibbana or the
death of contemporary figures like Mahavira) as absolute boundaries (P = 1.0) to
anchor the rest of the floating probabilities.

Available Open-Source Tools for This Approach

If you want to build a Bayesian model for timeline analysis, you don't have to write the
math from scratch. You can leverage existing open-source libraries:

e PyMC or Stan: Excellent Python/R libraries for Bayesian statistical modeling and
MCMC sampling, frequently used in computational archaeology to resolve radiocarbon
dates and relative stratigraphic sequences.

* bnlearn: A powerful R package for learning the graphical structure of Bayesian
networks and performing inference.

e pomegranate: A flexible Python library for probabilistic graphical models that handles
Hidden Markov Models and Bayesian Networks efficiently.

Would you like to see a conceptual example of how to structure a Python code snippet
(using a library like networkx or a basic probabilistic framework) to show how two

contradictory text references are mathematically resolved into a single "most probable"
order?

Al responses may include mistakes. Learn more

O &6 O @

Yes, please give a conceptual example of how to structure a
Python code snippet (using a library like networkx or a basic
probabilistic framework) to show how two contradictory text
references are mathematically resolved into a single "most
probable" order. A

To mathematically resolve contradictory historical claims, we can model the timeline as a
directed graph with edge weights representing our confidence or probability.

When textual references contradict each other (e.g., Source 1says A — B, but Source 2
says B — A), it creates a directed cycle (A — B — A). Standard chronological sorting
fails here because you cannot topographically sort a graph with cycles.

To fix this, we can find the Maximum Weight Feedback Arc Set. In simple terms, we
calculate which chronological links are weakest and remove them until the graph
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pecomes a birected Acyclic Graph (DAG). UNce It is a UAG, We can cleanly sort the
events from first to last based on the most statistically probable path.

Here is a conceptual Python example using networkx to resolve a contradiction in early
Buddhist texts:

Python Implementation

python

import networkx as nx

# 1. Define our historical events (Nodes)

events = [
"Conversion of Sariputta", # Event A
"Teaching of Sutta X", # Event B

"Passing of King Bimbisara" # Event C

# 2. Build a Directed Graph
G = nx.DiGraph()
G.add_nodes_from(events)

# 3. Add contradictory claims as weighted edges.
# The weight represents our confidence (e.g., text reliability, grammar a
claims = [
# Source 1 (Very Reliable Text): Sutta X happened AFTER Sariputta con
("Conversion of Sariputta", "Teaching of Sutta X", {"weight": 0.85}),

# Source 2 (Highly Reliable Text): King Bimbisara passed away AFTER S
("Teaching of Sutta X", "Passing of King Bimbisara", {"weight": 0.90}

# Source 3 (Later Commentary — CONTRADICTION): Claims Sutta X happene
("Passing of King Bimbisara", "Teaching of Sutta X", {"weight": 0.30}

G.add_edges_from(claims)

print("-—— Initial Analysis ——-")
# Check if the contradictions cause a timeline loop
if not nx.is_directed_acyclic_graph(G):
cycles = list(nx.simple_cycles(G))
print(f" A Contradiction found! The timeline loops infinitely here: {

# 4. Resolve Contradictions (Greedy Feedback Arc Elimination)
# We find cycles and remove the edge with the lowest weight (the least pri
resolved_G = G.copy()
while not nx.is_directed_acyclic_graph(resolved_G):
for cycle in nx.simple_cycles(resolved_G):
# Find the edge in the cycle with the minimum probability weight
cycle_edges = list(zip(cycle, cycle[1l:] + [cycle[0]]))
weakest_edge = min(cycle_edges, key=lambda edge: resolved_Gl[edgel

# Eliminate the contradiction

u, v = weakest_edge

weight = resolved_G[ul [v]['weight']

print(f") Removing weak/contradictory link: [{u}] —> [{v}] (Conf
resolved_G.remove_edge(u, v)

print("\n--- Resolution ——-")
# 5. Extract the clean, most probable timeline
if nx.is_directed_acyclic_graph(resolved_G):
most_probable_order = list(nx.topological_sort(resolved_G))
print(" Successfully resolved timeline into the most probable seque
for i, event in enumerate(most_probable_order, 1):
print(f" {i}. {event}")

Use code with caution. (]

How the Mathematics Works
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1. Cycle Detection: The code scans the network and identifies that Teaching of Sutta
X and Passing of King Bimbisara point to each other in a loop because of the
conflicting inputs.

2. Weight Evaluation: It compares the confidence of Source 2 ( 9.90 ) against the
contradiction from Source 3 ( 0.30 ). Source 3 might have a lower score because it
stems from a late commentary rather than an Early Buddhist Text.

3. Graph Pruning: The algorithm breaks the loop by sacrificing the link with the lowest
probability ( 0.30 ).

4. Topological Sorting: With the contradictions removed, the network becomes a clean,
linear waterfall of events flowing down in chronological order.

Taking this to a Full Bayesian Level

To scale this up to thousands of suttas, a simple greedy algorithm isn't enough because
edges aren't independent (e.g., if A — B changes, it alters the likelihood of B — C).

In a true Bayesian framework, you would use a library like PyMC to apply MCMC (Markov
Chain Monte Carlo) sampling. Instead of removing edges, the system keeps all links,
assigns a continuous temporal variable t; to each event, and simulates millions of
timelines. It then gives you a distribution graph showing, for instance, that “There is an
88% probability that Sutta X was given in the first decade of the Buddha’s ministry.”

If you want to look at scaling this up, would you like to see how we could structure a data
schema (like JSON or CSV) to represent a larger set of text constraints—including
geographical locations or overlapping person names—to feed into an automated
pipeline?

Al responses may include mistakes. Learn more

Oa&6 O @

Yes, please show how we could structure a data schema (like
JSON or CSV) to represent a larger set of text constraints—
including geographical locations or overlapping person

names— to feed into an automated pipeline. A

To scale this logic up to hundreds of texts, you need a highly structured, machine-
readable data schema. A JSON schema is the best choice because historical event
relations are naturally deeply nested, relational, and polymorphic (meaning a single
event might have geographic data, multiple people, and relative time constraints all at
once).

Below is a production-ready JSON schema design for an automated pipeline, followed
by a sample dataset modeling Early Buddhist Text constraints.

1. The Core Event Schema (JSON)

This schema breaks down an event or text into three distinct probabilistic constraint
layers: biographical/structural dependencies, geographical continuity, and
person/entity overlap.

json

"event_id": "DN_16_PART_1",
"source_reference": "DN 16 (Mahaparinibbana Sutta)",
""text_strata_confidence": 0.95,
"description": "The Buddha stays at Vulture's Peak in Rajagaha and re«
"location": {

"site_id": "LOC_RAJAGAHA_VULTURES_PEAK",
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“name”: “Kajagaha, vulture's preak™
"coordinates": [25.0012, 85.4324]
}l
"entities_present": [
""PERS_BUDDHA",
""PERS_ANANDA",
""PERS_VASSAKARA"
1,
"temporal_constraints": [
{
"type'": "BEFORE",
"target_event_id": "DN_16_PART_2",
"relation_confidence": 1.0,
"evidence_type": "textual_sequence",
"notes": "Directly precedes the crossing of the Ganges in the nar

"type": "AFTER",

"target_event_id": "MN_108",
"relation_confidence": 0.85,
"evidence_type": "biographical_logic",

"notes": "Happens close to the Buddha's death; MN 108 happens sho

"event_id": "MN_108",
"source_reference": "MN 108 (Gopaka Moggallana Sutta)",
"text_strata_confidence": 0.90,
"description": "Ananda and Vassakara speak in Rajagaha shortly after
"location": {

"site_id": "LOC_RAJAGAHA_GOPAKA",

"name": "Rajagaha, Gopaka Moggallana Monastery",

"coordinates": [25.0110, 85.4210]
+
"entities_present": [
"PERS_ANANDA",
""PERS_VASSAKARA",
"PERS_MOGGALLANA_GOPAKA"
]I
"temporal_constraints": [
{
"type": "AFTER",
"target_event_id": '"PERS_BUDDHA_PARINIBBANA",
"relation_confidence": 1.0,
"evidence_type": "explicit_text",
"notes": "Text explicitly states the Buddha has recently passed a

"event_id": "AN_4_22",
"source_reference": "AN 4,22 (Uruvela Sutta)",
"text_strata_confidence": 0.80,
"description": "The Buddha reminisces about his time staying at Uruve’
"location": {
"site_id": "LOC_URUVELA",
"name": "Uruvela (Bodh Gaya)",
"coordinates": [24.6951, 84.9912]
+
"entities_present": [
""PERS_BUDDHA"
1,
"temporal_constraints": [
{
"type": "DURING_ERA",
"target_era_id": "ERA_EARLY_MINISTRY",
"relation_confidence": 0.75,
"evidence_type": "doctrinal_evolution",
"notes": "Refers to basic formulations of the Dhamma, likely taug
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Use code with caution. (]

2. How the Pipeline Uses This Schema to Infer Order

When this JSON is piped into a Python-based Bayesian or Graph framework, the
automation script translates the JSON keys into mathematical realities:

A. Exploiting “Entities Present" (Co-occurrence Matrix)

If a minor character—such as King Bimbisara ( PERS_BIMBISARA )—is listed under
entities_present, the pipeline instantly cross-checks a master Entity Lifetime
Database. If another event features his son, King Ajatasattu, executing him, the pipeline
adds an implicit rule: All events containing King Bimbisara must occur before the
execution event.

B. Exploiting “Location” (Spatiotemporal Trajectory Analysis)

The pipeline extracts the geographical coordinates. If event_1 is in Rajagaha and
event_2 is 300 miles away in Sravasti, the pipeline knows a human being walking on foot
requires weeks to traverse this. It uses spatial continuity to penalise timelines that
require the Buddha to teleport back and forth randomly between cities within short
textual intervals.

C. Exploiting “Text Strata Confidence"

If a text from the late Khuddaka Nikaya conflicts chronologically with a text from the
ancient Sutta Nipata, the script doesn't treat them as equals. It multiplies the relation
weight by the text_strata_confidence factor (e.g., 0.95 X 0.50). The cleaner, older
linguistic stratum automatically overrides the newer text layer during cycle elimination.

Alternative: When to Use flat CSV files

If you prefer managing data in Excel spreadsheets before exporting to Python, a relational

CSV structure is required. Because you cannot cleanly fit arrays into single cells, you have
to split the data into two interconnected CSV tables:

Table 1: Events Master ( events.csv )

event_id source_ref location_id confidence
DN_16 DN 16 LOC_RAJAGAHA 0.95
MN_108 MN 108 LOC_RAJAGAHA 0.90

Table 2: Relative Constraints ( constraints.csv )

source_event_id constraint_type target_event_id confidence  evidence_type

DN_16 BEFORE MN_108 1.00 explicit_text

MN_108 AFTER BUDDHA_DEATH 1.00 explicit_text

If you want to move toward a working pipeline, would you like to see a Python script that
parses this exact JSON data schema, extracts the spatial-temporal coordinates, and
checks for conflicting paths?

Al responses may include mistakes. Learn.more
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Yes, please provide a Python script that parses this exact
JSON data schema, extracts the spatial-temporal
coordinates, and checks for conflicting paths. N

Here is a complete, production-ready Python script utilizing networkx to parse the exact

JSON historical dataset schema.

This script performs two critical operations required for an automated chronological

pipeline:

1. Normalises Directionality: It normalises different logic constraints (like BEFORE vs
AFTER ) so that edges always uniformly flow forward through time (Past —

Future).

2. Evaluates Compound Probabilities: It computes a composite edge weight
representing chronological confidence (Textual Strata Reliability x Constraint

Confidence), and automatically reports conflicting loops.

Python Chronological Pipeline Script

python

import json
import networkx as nx

# 1. Sample Data using the structured JSON schema

# Note: An intentional logical contradiction is introduced between DN_16_|

json_historical_data = """
[

"event_id": "DN_16_PART_1",
"source_reference": "DN 16 (Mahaparinibbana Sutta)",
""text_strata_confidence": 0.95,
"description": "The Buddha stays at Vulture's Peak in Rajagaha.",
"location": {
"site_id": "LOC_RAJAGAHA_VULTURES_PEAK",
"name": "Rajagaha, Vulture's Peak"
"coordinates": [25.0012, 85.4324]
+
"entities_present": ["PERS_BUDDHA", "PERS_ANANDA", "PERS_VASSAKARA"],
"temporal_constraints": [
{
""type": "BEFORE",
"target_event_id": "DN_16_PART_2",
"relation_confidence": 1.0,
"evidence_type": "textual_sequence"

"type": "AFTER",

"target_event_id": "MN_108",
"relation_confidence": 0.85,
"evidence_type": "biographical_logic"

"event_id": "MN_108",
"source_reference": "MN 108 (Gopaka Moggallana Sutta)",
"text_strata_confidence": 0.90,
"description": "Ananda and Vassakara speak in Rajagaha shortly after
"location": {
"site_id": "LOC_RAJAGAHA_GOPAKA",
"name": "Rajagaha, Gopaka Moggallana Monastery",
"coordinates": [25.0110, 85.4210]
+
"entities_present": ["PERS_ANANDA", "PERS_VASSAKARA"],
"temporal_constraints": [
{
""type": "AFTER",
"target_event_id": "DN_16_PART_1",
"relation_confidence": 1.0,
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"evidence_type": "explicit_text"

b

1

def build_and_verify_timeline(json_str)
# Parse raw JSON string
events = json.loads(json_str)

# Initialize Directed Graph
G = nx.DiGraph()

print("--- 1. Parsing Nodes & Extracting Spatial Meta-Data —-—-")
for event in events:

eid = event['event_id']

loc = event['location']

# Store properties inside the graph node
G.add_node(
eid,
source=event['source_reference'],
location_name=1loc['name'],
coordinates=1loc['coordinates'],
entities=event['entities_present']
)
print(f"Loaded Event: [{eid}] | Location: {loc['name'l} | Coords:

print("\n-—- 2. Building Standardized Temporal Paths (Past —-> Future)
for event in events:
source_id = event['event_id']

for constraint in event.get('temporal_constraints', [1):
target_id = constraint['target_event_id']
rel_type = constraint['type']

# Compute a compound weight (Strata Confidence *x Relation Con
compound_weight = event['text_strata_confidence'] * constrain

# Ensure target node exists in graph even if it doesn't have
if not G.has_node(target_id):
G.add_node(target_id, source="Unknown/External Anchor", U

# Enforce strict directionality: edge must always point from
if rel_type == "BEFORE":
# source_id happened BEFORE target_id (source —> target)
G.add_edge(source_id, target_id, weight=compound_weight,
elif rel_type == "AFTER":
# source_id happened AFTER target_id (target —> source)
G.add_edge(target_id, source_id, weight=compound_weight,

print("\n-— 3. Path Conflict & Paradox Analysis ——-'")

if nx.is_directed_acyclic_graph(G):
print(" No logical paradoxes found. The dataset yields a clean
# Perform topological sort to get final timeline ordering
ordered_timeline = list(nx.topological_sort(G))
print("\nResolved Most Probable Timeline:")
for step, event_id in enumerate(ordered_timeline, 1):

print(f"* {step}. {event_id}")
else:
print("){ CONTRADICTION DETECTED: A closed temporal loop exists i
cycles = list(nx.simple_cycles(G))
for i, cycle in enumerate(cycles, 1):
# Print the looping sequence out for the user
loop_path = " —> ".join(cycle + [cyclel[0]])
print(f" Paradox {i}: {loop_path}")

print(" Analyzing weakest link in this cycle to prune:")
cycle_edges = list(zip(cycle, cycle[1:] + [cycle]))

# Find the connection with the lowest probability weight scort

immlimed aden — wialavinala adeaas lavi— T mebde aden. ATAdaaATall T,
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WCARTDSL_CTUuyc — ILiiLycic_cuycs, NCy—Ldiivuad CTuyc. ULlTuyclulg e
u, v = weakest_edge
print(f" Suggested Prune: Remove link [{u} -> {v}] because

# Execute Pipeline
build_and_verify_timeline(json_historical_data)

Use code with caution. (]

Script Architectural Breakdown

¢ Normalisation Logic: The loop parser correctly maps spatial-temporal logic. For
instance, when parsing MN_108 , which says it occurs AFTER DN_16_PART_1, the
code flips the directionality of the arrow: DN_16_PART_1 —> MN_108 .

e The Error Handling Trigger: Because the sample dataset states DN_16_PART_1 is
AFTER MN_108, but MN_108 saysitis AFTER DN_16_PART_1, networkx catches this
cycle instantly.

¢ The Analytical Feedback Loop: Rather than failing silently, the script iterates over
the loop, parses the internal dictionary attributes, identifies the weakest link, and
reports exactly which source textual variant should be dropped to clean the dataset
pipeline automatically.

Would you like to extend this script to < automatically compute travel time matrices
between the coordinates using a distance formula, flagging events that require the

Buddha to travel physically impossible distances?

Al responses may include mistakes. Learn more

O &6 O @

Yes, please extend this script to automatically compute travel
time matrices between the coordinates using a distance

formula, flagging events that require the Buddha to travel
physically impossible distances. A

To flag physically impossible timelines, we can integrate a spatiotemporal validation
step into the pipeline.

By tracking the time elapsed between sequential events alongside the physical distance
between their coordinates, we can calculate a minimum required travel speed. If this
speed exceeds a realistic walking pace for an ancient traveler (e.g., 5 km/h over
sustained periods or an absolute cap of 40 km per day), the script flags the transition as
an impossible timeline.

Because historical texts rarely give absolute calendar dates, we introduce a new field to
our temporal constraints— estimated_days_apart —to represent the maximum narrative
time elapsed between two events.

Python Script with Spatial-Temporal Validation

python

import json
import math
import networkx as nx

# 1. Expanded Sample Data with a realistic sequence and an impossible geoy
json_historical_data = """
[

"event_id": "EVENT_1_RAJAGAHA",
"source_reference": "Sutta A",
"text_strata_confidence": 0.95,
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]

def

"description": "The Buddha stays at Vulture's Peak in Rajagaha.",
"location": {
"site_id": "LOC_RAJAGAHA",
"name": "Rajagaha",
"coordinates": [25.0012, 85.4324]
+
"temporal_constraints": [
{
""type'": "BEFORE",
"target_event_id": "EVENT_2_NALANDA",
"relation_confidence": 1.0,
"estimated_days_apart": 2,
"notes": "Buddha walks to Nalanda. Highly realistic (approx 15 km

"event_id": "EVENT_2_NALANDA",
"source_reference": "Sutta B",
"text_strata_confidence": 0.95,
"description": "The Buddha preaches at Nalanda.",
"location": {
"site_id": "LOC_NALANDA",
"name": "Nalanda",
"coordinates": [25.1336, 85.4831]
+
"temporal_constraints": [
{
"type": "BEFORE",
"target_event_id": "EVENT_3_SRAVASTI_IMPOSSIBLE",
"relation_confidence": 0.90,
"estimated_days_apart": 1,
"notes'": "Text implies he was in Sravasti the very next day. Geog

"event_id": "EVENT_3_SRAVASTI_IMPOSSIBLE",
"source_reference": "Sutta C",
"text_strata_confidence": 0.90,
"description": "The Buddha is suddenly recorded inside Jeta's grove."
"location": {
"site_id": "LOC_SRAVASTI",
"name": "Sravasti",
"coordinates": [27.5164, 82.0514]
+
"temporal_constraints": []

haversine_distance(coordl, coord2):
"""Calculate the great-circle distance between two points in kilomete
if not coordl or not coord2:
return 0.0
latl, lonl = coordl
lat2, lon2 = coord2

R = 6371.0 # Earth's radius in km

dlat = math.radians(lat2 - latl)
dlon = math.radians(lon2 - lonl)

a = (math.sin(dlat / 2) *x 2 +
math.cos(math.radians(latl)) * math.cos(math.radians(lat2)) x ma’
¢ = 2 % math.atan2(math.sqrt(a), math.sqrt(1 - a))
return R % ¢
build_validate_and_sort_timeline(json_str)
events = json.loads(json_str)

G = nx.DiGraph()

# 1. Parse Nodes and cache coordinates
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for event in events:
eid = event['event_id']
G.add_node(
eid,

name=event['description'],
coords=event['location']['coordinates'],
loc_name=event['location']['name’]

# 2. Map Temporal Constraints as Forward Edges (Past —> Future)
for event in events:
source_id = event['event_id']
for constraint in event.get('temporal_constraints', [1):
target_id = constraint['target_event_id']
days = constraint.get('estimated_days_apart', 1)

if constraint['type'] == "BEFORE":
G.add_edge(source_id, target_id, days_allowed=days)
elif constraint['type'l == "AFTER":

G.add_edge(target_id, source_id, days_allowed=days)

# 3. Structural Sanity Check (Cycle Detection)

if not nx.is_directed_acyclic_graph(G):
print(")( Cannot perform spatial verification: Topological loops
return

# 4. Extract Linear Sequence and Perform Spatiotemporal Check
ordered_timeline = list(nx.topological_sort(G))

print("--- Spatiotemporal Path Validation —-—-")
MAX_WALKING_KM_PER_DAY = 40.0 # Maximum sustainable ancient marching

for i in range(len(ordered_timeline) - 1)
curr_node = ordered_timeline[i]
next_node = ordered_timeline[i+1]

curr_meta = G.nodes[curr_nodel
next_meta = G.nodes[next_nodel

# Calculate physical distance
dist_km = haversine_distance(curr_metal'coords'], next_metal'coor

# Extract the chronological timeframe constraint configured for ti
# Default to 1 day if not explicitly specified by an intersecting
days_allowed = G[curr_node] [next_node].get('days_allowed', 1)

# Determine metrics
required_speed_km_day = dist_km / days_allowed

print(f"\nTransition: {curr_node} ({curr_metal'loc_name'l}) —> {n¢
print(f" Distance: {dist_km:.2f} km | Allotted Narrative Time: {
print(f" Required Pace: {required_speed_km_day:.2f} km/day")

if required_speed_km_day > MAX_WALKING_KM_PER_DAY:
print(f" A, ALERT: Physically impossible transition! (Exceed
print(" This implies a severe text-—corruption, psychic fl
else:
print(" Transition physically plausible for an ancient pe

# Run the Validation
build_validate_and_sort_timeline(json_historical_data)

Use code with caution. D

How the Spatial Logic Operates

1. The Plausible Step (Rajagaha — Nalanda): The algorithm measures the distance
between the coordinates of Rajagaha and Nalanda as ~15.6 km. Given a narrative
constraint of 2 days, the required pace is a leisurely ~7.8 km/day. The script flags this
as green.
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2. The Teleportation Anomaly (Nalanda — Sravasti): The script parses the jump to
Sravasti. The Haversine formula calculates the straight-line displacement across the
northern Indian plains as roughly ~440 km. Because the narrative implies the
transition happened in 1 day, the system clocks a requirement of 440 km/day. Since
this exceeds the MAX_WALKING_KM_PER_DAY boundary constraint (40 km), it flags a
critical structural error.

If you want to take this further, would you like to see how to incorporate a Routing
Engine API (like OpenStreetMap/OSRM) to measure actual river-valley walking
pathways rather than straight-line birds-eye distance, or would you like to build a script
that handles probabilistic time-windows?

Al responses may include mistakes. Learn more
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Can you come up with the outline of a research project
proposal to deliver a prototype system that scales up this...

Here is a comprehensive research project proposal outline designed to scale this
computational framework into an international, collaborative web platform for Digital
Buddhist Humanities.

Project Proposal: ChronoBuddha (Prototype Phase)

Project Title: Mapping the Path: A Spatiotemporal Reasoner and Graph-Based Timeline
Query System for the Theravada Canon

Project Type: Digital Humanities / Applied Computer Science

Target Funding Body: e.g., National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), Arts and
Humanities Research Council (AHRC), or Private Buddhist Foundations (e.g., Khyentse
Foundation).

1. Executive Summary

e The Problem: The Theravada Sutta Pitaka records thousands of events from the
Buddha's 45-year ministry, but its historical sequence is completely scrambled,
containing blind spots, structural omissions, and localized narrative contradictions.

¢ The Solution: This project will develop ChronoBuddha, an open-source, web-based
prototype system that ingests early Pali texts, normalizes relative temporal and
geographic constraints, uses probabilistic graph modeling to resolve chronological
conflicts, and provides an international scholarly community with an interactive web
toolkit for timeline exploration and validation.

2. Research Objectives & Scope

¢ Objective 1 (Data Engineering): Design a highly scalable JSON/RDF schema to
systematically tag texts for biographical anchors, entities present, and geographical
locations.

¢ Objective 2 (Algorithmic Logic): Implement a Dynamic Bayesian Network and
NetworkX-based pipeline capable of resolving historical contradictions via
probabilistic constraint relaxations.

* Objective 3 (Spatiotemporal Validation): Integrate a Geographic Information System
(GIS) engine to validate linear paths against physical ancient Indian topology and
human walking thresholds.

* Objective 4 (Scholarly Accessibility): Deliver an open-source web application
where international Buddhist scholars can query timelines, test historical hypotheses,
and flag contradictions.
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3.

Methodology & System Architecture

[ Text Corpus (SuttaCentral API) ]

v
[ 1. Semantic Tagging Pipeline (Named Entity Recognition + Stratum Scorine

v
[ 2. Core Graph Database (Neo4j / NetworkX Representation) 1]

f> [ 3A. Probabilistic Reasoner (MCMC Timeline Permutatio
L+ [ 3B. GIS Path Engine (Haversine & Terrain Validation)
v

[ 4. Web UI & Interface (React Visualizations + Global Scholarly Query En¢

Work Package 1: Corpus Processing & Stratum Weighing

Data Sourcing: Target the four main Nikayas (Drgha, Majjhima, Samyutta, Anguttara)
and the Vinaya Pitaka via the SuttaCentral API.

Stratification Tagging: Programmatically assign a “Textual Stratum Weight" to each
text based on modern linguistic consensus (e.g., archaic verse layers vs. prose prose
formulas).

Work Package 2: The Core Graph & Probabilistic Logic Engine

Move from static arrays to a robust Directed Acyclic Graph (DAG) topology.

Utilize Markov Chain Monte Carlo (MCMC) simulations to model the massive
chronological gaps of the “Middle 44 Years." Instead of a single rigid timeline, the
system will output a series of fuzzy "temporal blocks" with clear mathematical bounds.

Work Package 3: Topographical Routing & Validation

4.

Implement ancient trade-route routing models (utilizing historical geographical
datasets of Ancient Magadha and Kosala).

Automatically flag sequences where the timeline dictates impossible travel speeds,
identifying either legendary elements (iddhi narratives) or text-corruption anomalies.

Web Tool Features (The Scholarly Ul)

The prototype will feature a user-facing dashboard optimized for non-technical textual
critics:

5.
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Interactive Timeline Explorer: A slider-based visualization that lets scholars filter
teachings by estimated decade, location (e.g., Sravasti), or individuals present (e.g.,
Ananda).

The "What-If" Sandbox: A tool allowing scholars to manually inject a custom
constraint (e.g., "What if Sutta X happened before the conversion of Sariputta?”). The
system recomputes the global pipeline in real time and highlights any new structural
contradictions that ripple across the entire canon.

Contradiction Map: A dedicated visualization flagging every topological loop in the
Theravada text, highlighting the specific verses and suggesting which source variant
has the lowest structural probability score.

Timeline & Milestones (18-Month Project)

M1-M3: Schema Finalization & Entity Database Building

M4-M7: Algorithm Construction & GIS Engine Integration
M8-M12: Core Corpus Ingestion & Engine Testing (Internal Alpha)
M13-M15: Weh Tnterfare NDevelnnment & APT Canctructinn

26/09/2026, 17:42
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M16-M18: Global Beta Testing, Scholar Workshops, & Open-Source Release

¢ Milestone 1 (Month 3): Finalization of the universal Pali Historical Constraint Schema
(JSON/RDF compatibility).

¢ Milestone 2 (Month 7): Working Python prototype capable of processing a test set of
200 interconnected suttas.

e Milestone 3 (Month 15): Deployment of the public web app prototype interface.

¢ Milestone 4 (Month 18): Publication of results at Digital Humanities conferences and
code release on GitHub under an MIT license.

6. Expected Outcomes & Scholarly Impact

* A New Tool for Textual Criticism: Provides a mathematical methodology to track text
stratification and identify later commentary patches vs. early canonical cores.

* Democratization of Digital Humanities: Empowers traditional philologists and
monastic scholars without a computer science background to use advanced graph
analytics via a simple web interface.

¢ Cross-Tradition Scalability: While limited to the Theravada Canon for the prototype,
the architectural schema is built purposefully to scale to Mahayana Chinese Agamas
and Tibetan Kangyur parallels in subsequent phases.

To refine this proposal further, would you like to expand on Section 4 (Web Tool
Features) to outline a set of specific mock query examples that a scholar might
execute, or would you like to drill down into the risk management section regarding how
to handle non-unanimous scholarly consensus?

Al responses may include mistakes. Learn more
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Yes, please expand on Section 4 (Web Tool Features) to
outline a set of specific mock query examples that a scholar ...

Section 4 Expansion: Mock Query Examples & Scholarly Workflows

To make the platform intuitive for textual critics, philologists, and historians, the web tool
interface abstracts the underlying graph analytics into a set of specialized scholarly
query types. Below are four distinct mock query categories that demonstrate how a user
can interrogate the spatiotemporal dataset.

Query Type 1: The Contextual Co-Occurrence Search

o Scholarly Intent: A researcher wants to isolate a specific window of the Buddha's
middle ministry by identifying which teachings overlap between two contemporary
figures.

* User Input Interface: Multi-select token fields for entities, with a toggle for relative
timeline filtering.

¢ Mock Query Input:
o Entities Present: [PERS_KING_PASENADI, PERS_VEN_MAHAKACCANA]
o Location Constraint: ANY

o Temporal Order: Chronological Order (Earliest to Latest)

* System Action: The graph engine queries the database for nodes containing both
entity IDs. It then performs a sub-graph topological sort.

¢ Web Ul Output Summary:
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o “Found 3 matching events. Computed chronological sequence:”

o o MN 87 (Piyajatika Sutta) — Location: Sravasti. King Pasenadi is in deep grief;
Ven. Mahakaccana is implicitly active in the region. (Relative structural
probability: 91%)

o o MN 133 (Mahakaccana Bhaddekaratta Sutta) — Location: Rajagaha. King
Pasenadi is absent, but the narrative constraints position this shortly after the
events of MN 87 based on structural lineage trees. (Relative structural
probability: 84%)

o o MN 84 (Madhura Sutta) — Location: Madhura. Note: This discourse features
Ven. Mahakaccana after King Pasenadi has passed away. The system flags this
event with a temporal boundary marker indicating it belongs to the immediate
post-Parinibbana stratum.

Query Type 2: The Spatiotemporal Paradox & Trajectory Audit

Scholarly Intent: A scholar wants to audit the traditional geographical journey
narrated in a specific section of the canon to verify its physical feasibility.

User Input Interface: Dropdown selection for textual ranges or traditional narrative
journeys.

Mock Query Input:
o Target Text Range: AN_3_60 through AN_3_70

o Max Human Walking Threshold : 30 km/day

System Action: The GIS engine extracts the geographic coordinates attached to the
sequential events within this text range, runs a Haversine matrix computation, and
checks the delta against the internal estimated_days_apart parameter.

Web Ul Output Summary:

o 1 Spatiotemporal Anomaly Detected in Sequence AN 3.65 -> AN 3.66
o Event AN 3.65: Set in Kesaputta (Kalama territory).

o Event AN 3.66: Set in Alavi (Wilderness region).

o Calculated Trajectory: 210 km linear distance.

o Narrative Time Elapsed: Implied next-day arrival ( days_allowed: 1).
o Required Pace: 210 km/day (Fails 30 km/day threshold).

o System Diagnostic Recommendation: Click here to see the 3 overlapping
commentaries that attempt to harmonize this gap, or toggle "View Transitivity Path"
to see if these two suttas were mistakenly grouped purely by numerical topic
(Threes) rather than physical travel sequence.

Query Type 3: The "What-If* Counterfactual Simulation
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Scholarly Intent: A historian wishes to test a new hypothesis: What if the conversion
of the Jain general Stha happened significantly later in the Buddha's career than
traditionally assumed?

User Input Interface: An interactive canvas where users drag-and-drop chronological
nodes or manually insert a strict logical override constraint.

Mock Query Input:
o Action: INSERT OVERRIDE CONSTRAINT

o Constraint Syntax : [EVENT_VIN_MV_6_SIHA] MUST_OCCUR_AFTER
[EVENT_DN_16_VASSAKARA]

System Action: The pipeline copies the production graph into a sandboxed session,
injects the new edge, and triggers the nx.simple_cycles() algorithm across the
entire network to test for immediate systemic contradictions.

Web Ul Output Summary:

o X Hypothesis Rejected: 2 Systemic Contradictions Created.

26/09/2026, 17:42
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o Injecting this rule creates an unresolvable temporal loop:

o Loop 1: General Siha's conversion — (Your Rule) — Vassakara's Meeting —
(Textual Evidence: Vin.Mv.6) — Death of King Bimbisara — General Stha's
conversion.

o Impact Score: This modification invalidates 14 downstream text sequences in the
Mahavagga with a cumulative confidence penalty of -4.25 .

o Visualization: The screen displays a red-highlighted sub-graph showing the exact

points of logical collapse across the Vinaya and Digha Nikaya.

Query Type 4: Probabilistic Era Assignment Query

e Scholarly Intent: A scholar wants to find all teachings that cannot be precisely
ordered, but highly cluster within a specific phase of the Buddha's long life.

o User Input Interface: Probability threshold sliders and macro-era selection
checkboxes.

¢ Mock Query Input:
o Target Era: ERA_FIRST_DECADE_POST_ENLIGHTENMENT
0  Minimum Probability Confidence: > 75%

o Filter by Language Stratum: Archaic Prose / Early Verse Only

* System Action: The pipeline triggers a Markov Chain Monte Carlo (MCMC) simulation,
assessing the structural node weights against millions of timeline permutations to
evaluate which floating nodes consistently stabilize inside the early era's mathematical
boundaries.

¢ Web Ul Output Summary:
o “Found 18 floating suttas matching criteria with a global probability > 75%:"

o o Sn 4.1 (Kama Sutta): 94% probability of placement in Era 1 (Supported heavily
by archaic linguistic metrics and zero references to the organized monastic
infrastructure of Sravasti).

o o Ud 1.1 (Bodhi Sutta): 89% probability (Bound by tight transitivity links to the
immediate post-enlightenment week).

o o MN 26 (Ariyapariyesana Sutta): 78% probability (The narrative context
explicitly frames the teaching as a recollection given to an early circle of
disciples prior to the expansion of major monastic estates).

Would you like to design the frontend wireframe layout details for how these query
results should display visually (e.g., using side-by-side split screens for text vs. maps), or
explore how this interface can support collaborative scholarly crowdsourcing to let
users vote on text strata weights?

Al responses may include mistakes. Learn.more
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Please go back to the proposal and drill down into the risk
management section regarding how to handle non-... v

Section 7: Risk Management & Mitigating Non-Unanimous Scholarly
Consensus

In the Digital Humanities, a major risk is treating historical consensus as a flat, objective
truth. Within Early Buddhist Studies, scholars frequently hold deeply divided,
contradictory, yet equally valid theories regarding text stratification, geographic
locations, and biographical timelines.

If a data pipeline forces a single "correct” perspective, the system loses its utility as a

erhnlarhs racaarrh tnnl and haramae a AnAamatic annina Ta mitinata thie ChranaRiidAha
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incorporates a multi-tiered risk management strategy designed to treat disagreement not
as system errors, but as competing, mathematically modeled hypotheses.

Risk Matrix & Mitigation Strategy

Core Mitigation

Risk ID  Risk Description Likelihood Impact Strategy

R-1 Irreconcilable Linguistic High High Implement
Stratification Theories (e.g., Scholar A Dynamic
dates a text to the earliest core; Scholar Scholarly Lens
B dates it 100 years later). Profiles to swap

out foundational
metadata weights.

R-2 Contradictory Geographical Sites Medium Medium  Introduce
(e.g., competing historical Polymorphic
identifications for ancient towns like Geographic
Kapilavatthu). Nodes allowing

one event to
evaluate multiple
location
alternatives
simultaneously.

R-3 Commentarial Over-Harmonization High High Strict
(e.g., traditional commentary fixes a programmatic
timeline paradox, but modern historical segregation
critics reject the patch). between
Canonical Text
Data and

Commentarial
Metadata Layer.

Core Mitigation Methodologies (Technical Implementation)

1. Dynamic Scholarly Lens Profiles (Mitigating R-1)

The platform avoids hardcoding a single "authoritative" set of text strata or confidence
weights. Instead, the backend supports Lens Profiles.

o How it works: Foundational parameters (such as the text_strata_confidence
scoring weights) are stored in decoupled configuration files matching specific
academic lineages (e.g., The Rhys Davids Lens, The Yin Shun Lens, The Sujato-
Brahmali Strata Model).

e System Execution: When running a query, a scholar can select their preferred
academic lens from a dropdown menu. The automated pipeline dynamically swaps the
edge weight arrays in the graph database and re-runs the topological sort. The user
can view a split-screen matrix comparing how Timeline sequence variations shift
depending on whose academic dating methodology is applied.

2. Polymorphic Coordinate Trees for Contested Sites (Mitigating R-2)

When the precise location of an ancient site is highly contested—such as the ongoing
archeological debates regarding whether Kapilavatthu sits at Tilaurakot (Nepal) or
Piprahwa (India)—a flat coordinate mapping fails.

e How it works: The JSON schema accommodates nested coordinate options tagged
with academic source citations:

json

"location": {
"site_id": "LOC_KAPILAVATTHU",
"variants": [
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{"name": "Piprahwa (ASI Survey)", "coordinates": [27.4378, 83.1311], '

Use code with caution. (]

* System Execution: The GIS validation module tests the Buddha's pedestrian travel
paths twice—once for each geographical hypothesis. If a specific timeline transition
= proves plausible via Variant A but physically impossible via Variant B, the system flags
the transition with a note: “This specific journey is logistically viable only if the
Piprahwa geographical hypothesis is correct.”

R

3. Epistemic Segregation of Commentary Layers (Mitigating R-3)

Traditional Theravada commentaries (Afthakatha), written centuries after the core texts,
frequently introduce neat narrative fixes to smooth out glaring timeline contradictions
found in the Suttas.

o How it works: The platform implements a strict Epistemic Isolation Firewall. The
primary graph layer contains only internal textual constraints extracted straight from
the early canonical suttas.

* System Execution: Commentarial assertions are stored on an isolated metadata
overlay. Users can toggle the "Include Post-Canonical Commentary Assertions" switch
on the dashboard. When activated, the system injects the later commentarial
assumptions into the canvas as dashed lines, visually demonstrating to the scholar

precisely where later traditions stepped in to resolve an ancient structural paradox.

4. The Consensus Index & Crowdsourced Edge Flagging

To manage ongoing minor disputes, the platform features a collaborative workflow tool
for registered researchers:

¢ The Consensus Score: Every temporal constraint edge in the global graph database
tracks a "Consensus Score" (from 0.0 to 1.0 ), computed from peer-reviewed
citations or registered user evaluations.

S ¢ The Dissensus Alert: When an edge’s consensus score drops below 0.70 due to
conflicting published papers, the web app visually colors the timeline vector in amber.
This signals to users that the step is historically unstable and invites them to inspect
the attached library of conflicting research notes.

Would you like to draft a functional specification document detailing how user roles
(e.g., Administrator, Reviewer, Guest Scholar) interact with this Consensus Index to
submit and vote on alternative chronological weights, or examine the database backend
architecture (e.g., SQL vs. NoSQL) required to store these concurrent historical
perspectives efficiently?

Al responses may include mistakes. Learn more
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